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tile child, fwzily,  tcaclzcrs and tcaclling methods 

IIVTI<ODUCTION: 
111 t od~y ' s  sociciy, succcss in school has bccn consiiicrcd thc kcy to succcss 

111 I l k .  Whcn a child fdils fur no rippiucnt reason l o  acllicvc a1 the lcvcl o f  his 
polcnlicil, both pascnts and teachcrs become conccmcd about the prcscnt and 
Cuturc implications. Academic undcrachievcment can bc dcfincrl as a failure lo 
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tlic acrtdcmic year 1986 - 1987. 
The sclcctiotl iicpcnds upon the tcachcrs, assessments and thc total marks 

11lcy obtaincd in their cxanlitlation. 
' I k p  wcrc subjcctcd initially to : A ncurologicnl cvalu:~~ion wliicli 

included : a full ncurological assessment, the ,41.ab r\4ociificd scoring systc~n 
lor tcsling I;u~gu;~;;c tiisabilily (liotby ct a1,19S3), E. E. C;., and 1. Q. [cstirig 
in onlcr to d c l e ~ ~  oi p l i c  ccrcbs:ll causcs of u~~deracliic\rcmc~l~. 

13glilccn cases were c~c ludcd  from further s[udj8ing : 2 rcl'i~scd to join ~ l i c  
sludy, 1 was mcnL:illy subnormal, 3 wcrc Attention Dcl'icit Syndronic 
(hlinimal Brain Damagc, M. B. D. ), 2 wcrc having postcncephalitic 
neurological disordcrs, 2 wcrc cpilcpticP werc having 1:tnguagc disabilities 
ctnd 4 sliowcd involuntary movcmcnts (Tablc 1). 

Table (1)  CiiscS esclucled from the s tudy:  

licluscd joiru~ig thc sludy 2 1.7 
hlcnral subnonii.llity 1 0.8 
hlinimal Brain D:mngc 3 2.5 
Post - cnccpllali~ic neurological &sol-dcrs 2 1.7 

Epilcpsy 2 1.7 

L ; U ~ ~ L K I ~ C  diso~dcrs 4 3.4 
Involuntary ~novcnlents 4 3.4 

.- - .... - 

'i'lii: rcmai~iil~p 100 cases \ ~ e r e  sul~jcclcd ~o : 

A. Ai~l l~ropomc~ric  ilicasurcmcnls f'or weight, llciglll, and head c i ~ ~ c u ~ n l ' c ~ ~ c ~ i c ~ .  
U. Conlplc[c p l l~ s i ca l  cxami~lalion und ~ S C S S I I I ~ I I L  01' L ' ~ S I I ; I ~  ; I C ! I I L ~  : ~ i l i l  

11~;irillg power, 
C. I'sychiatsic il!!cn.icw : tli;gnosis 1)ascd 011 DSM I11 (19SOj ~ri[csj;l. 
11. Srool and uriw a:ulysis Lo clctec~ jx~r;~sitic i~llksl;~lio~i.  



l<l~S[lI,'l'S , \Nl)  I)ISt.~~JSSION : 
RIEAN AGE : i:il)lc ( 1 1 )  sliows Ilia1 the t~lcati age o f  boll1 g~uups was 

llc;ll.ly lI lC S ~ I I I I C .  

Sll{l.lNCi O l < l ) l i l <  : I t  is C I L * ; I I .  1 1 1 ; ~  ;I I;i~.gcr I N C S C I I ~ ~ I ~ I O ~ I  ot'll~c lirsl sib. ~ I I I ~  

scco11d sib. ;IS ~ N I I I ~ I  ; I I~IOII$  good ; I C ~ ~ ~ C V C I ~ S  (32'ib and 32% rcslxclivcly), wl~i lc 
;\ 1;trscr ~xcsc t i~ ;~ l ion  0 1 '  tlic 1liit.d :~tid 1;lsl s ib.  was tlctcclod amortg 
\ i t l i l c t . i \ ~ I l i ~ \ ~ ~  'I'llc dil lbrc~tcc is st;~tis~ic;rlly itisigt~ilic;u~l. 
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'l'llcsc rcsulls Ii;~vc colifirmcd clil'l'crc~ll previous studies (Scl~oonovcr, 19.59; 
Wcllcr, 1962;0kaslla,l% 1) which poinlcd out that birth order is a minimal 
krc~or in dcrclmnining success. 

SOClAL CLASS : children born lo Ll~c lowest social class did no1 achicvc 
at school significrmlly lcss than those born to middle and uppcr classcs (P>O. 
05). l'liis linding is not coinciding with that of Wcrrcr ct rtl. (1971) and 
13crlln (1980) wlio Sou~id tlii\t sociocco~wmic class cliildrcri wcrc suffering 
from acadcmic friilurc and Uwir achicvcmcnt at school was significanlly lower 
t l im rhosc who belong to uppcr class families (Tablc 11). 

MOTliEK'S OCCUI'A'I'ION: 1G% of tlic ovcsacliicvcrs, mothcrs wcsc 
employed conlparcci to 4% only of the undcr~~chicvcrs, howcvcr, the majority 
of niorhcrs of borh groups were liousc - wives. 

FAhllLY liACKC;I<OUNI): 'I'lic lisst csscl~lials Scir ;I child to clcl~icvc his 
best is LOVE rrrid SEClJIII'I'Y wirllin his f~mily.  11 is cvidcnl I'rom table (11) 

Lhal 32% ol'thc unilcracliicvc~s Iiad significantly dislurlxd I'nmily background 
in ~ l i c  forni 01' p;~rcril;~l scp;~ratiori, Sarlicr away from ho~nc, divorce, 
polygamy, and cxccssivc I'rictiolis. 'I'liis Sttmily crisis niay makc the child 
anxious which is manifested by unclcraclnicvcmcnt and can bc considcrcd as a 
scvc~igc against liis Imrcrits. l'liis is in agrccnncnL with [he fintlings of 
Ncw1iiii11 ct 11. (1973). 

ANTI IROI'OME'I'KIC h;lI3ASlJIIEMEN'TS : on the colltrilry lo some 
pscvitws slutlies tlonc i l l  I'gy 111, wc 1ot111cl r i r ,  sr;\list ic;illy signi lic;l~il tli I'l'crclicc 
bcl\vccn the c;~scs ;~lul co~irlols ('l';~bIc 111) rcgartli~ig llic ar~lltroj)on~clric 
mcastwcmcnts ol' weigh[, Iiciglit ;~ntl 1ic;itl nic:rsurcn~cnl ( ~ a l i o ~ l a l  Ccnlcr of 
Criniinology a ~ ~ t l  Silci;~l I<c'scarcl~c's. 1974). 

Si<NSOI:IAI- I;CINC."I'IONS :111il ~)l~ysic:~I coi~tli~io~is: V ~ S L I : ~  3ci1iLy ; I I I ~  

1lc;tring \\TI-c bcttcr anlong I I I C  good acllicvcrs 111311 tllc I I I I ~ I C I ~ : I C ~ ~ ~ C V C ~ S ,  

ho\vcvcr, tlic dil'll.~wcc did 110t rc;rcli a s~ntistic;iI voluc i'l'ablc ill). Cliildscn of 
~lic  1;111cr group sui'l'crcd 111o1.c cn~rin~orily I'roni physic;\l tlisortlcrs cspccially 
bronclii;~l ;~sllillia. slicu~i~a~ic Iicart disc:~scs, yarisi~ic inl'cstirtio~is i11xl sccurrcnt 
torisillilis (I'>O. 0.5). 'I'licsc disortlcrs Icd to fsccjucnt ;~bscnccs from school 
cspcci:~lly on h~iowilig 1 1 1 ~  Egyp~i;~li nioll~crs usctl to let c l~i l t l rc~~ be a i~sc~l l  
from school for vcsy mild nicdic;rl reasons!. Also tl~csc discascs scllcct bad 



I~:\IOTIONAL ARl )  I3EIIAVIOCr\L, DISORDERS: M a n y  factors m a y  
lii~itlcr !lit acliicvcrr~ciit of a child. Table (IV) sllows that emotional ;~nd  

!~i~li:~vioral disorders w<rc si.gl~iIicmlly more prcvdcnt anlong undcracliic\~crs 
i 1 1 ~ 1 i i  good xliicvcrs ( 5 2 %  co~i>p;~red will1 18% [or tltc Ibrmcr and 1:1ttcr group 

rcslxc[ivcly). Achicvcmcnt relrltcd anxicty represents a signilicanl source of' 
; lcadc~nic pl-oblcms i l l  the current study, it accounts for 12'30 of all 
~~ndcr ;~c l icvcrs  coinparid to 8% of ovcrnchicvcrs. I t  is said that u littlc anxiety 
hclps learning but too much anxiety intcrfi.rcs with it (Lynn, 1957;Sarason, 
l063; Uucr & Yule, 1972). Tlic anxicty o l  ovcrachicvcrs is orten relared to 
!!l~-ir ovcrconccrn a!-)i)ut academic compctcncc anti cxaminalion \vliilc 
t l ~ ~ ~ l c ~ ~ : ~ c l i i c v c ~ ~ s  cx!libi;cJ ; I I I L ~ C ~ ~ ; I ~ ) ~ ~  mx icL~~  S ~ O I I I  l3eirig s~prtr;~Lcd fro111 11icir 
I'aniilics. llowcvcr, I I I L J .  did not express this overtly, dcliicd thcir anxiety 

:ihout lllcir motlxrs a~ ld  rlicir wish to be with thcni ,yc~ tllcir bellavior rcllccls 
alisiciy about scpararii)ii. Tlicy arc rclucl;~~it in lltc monling, con-~plninilig of 

i~cdily nta11iCcslations i licxlachc, abJomi~lal pain and shorlncss of brcah),  bur 

s ~ l ~ o o l  rcSus:~l or p l ~ ~ l ~ i ; ~  is not ovcnly mnniI'cs\cil in rlrosc cldcr children. T l x  

cx~,cxsii,c ;~n ,x i c~J~  no! ,:IJ~!, i ~ i ~ p i r s  l c x ~ ~ i ~ i g  but may LIISO cause tlic child to 
: \ c > i i l  hiluntio~is ulici-i: Ilc has !o ;oinpeli: will1 ot11~1.s or 10 be C X P O S C I ~  10 

; r . i~i i is~; l .  'Tlli: cliilti ulho is unhappy is liable to do badly at ~cl100l.  

I);!)rc.ssion in ~ ! l i I d I ; ~ ~ : l  is mx i f c s~c t i  ~nainly by bc1i;tvioral changes rall~cr 

!l i : : t~  d!,splioria bcc;~i~sc chiltlscn h a ~ c  l i i l l i :  vocabulary l o  csprcss llicir ~rlootl 
(!);)i!;\,isT 190-1; \'\'oo8J. 1075; ! Icrko\ \ , i~z & l<os~i i :~~i . ,  lOS2: 13~11.11s k 
, . 
1 ~ : , ,  KII,:. 1 '9S. i  j ,  1 1 1  twi. ~LwJ!,, I?',;, oi' \ ~ ~ ~ c i ~ ~ . ; ~ c l ~ i r \ , c ~ - s  WL>I.C 1 ; 1 l x I l ~ d  ;IS l ) L ~ i ~ ~ ~ :  

\ i . : i ) !< '>:>~t ! .  -1'l><)' c O L . ! ~ ~  L ' S ~ > I . C ~ S  1 \ 1 ~ 1 1 .  ~ ~ c ) i ~ < i ~ ~ l l l  :111<1 cicsp'~i1- ~ i l l l ~ l '  i l l  L 1 1 ~  I '{> l . l11  01 

!v:::I-. l ~ i ~ s ~ i l i ~ ~ ~  0 1 -  .., .t p o o r  sell' - i ~ ~ ~ x g c .  I;lL,k 0 1 '  hell. - C O I I L J C I I L ~ C  01. 

G ~ o ~ I \ ' : I ! ~ o ~ I .  'I'hcir cili~ )ii t)11;11 sL:!IC II : IS  i11c ] Y ) [ C I ? I ~ ; I /  &LT'C:I.~III:! 1 1 1 ~  c:i[~;icilj~ 
L )  ~ ' 0 i l C  \\ i l l 1  ~ ~ ~ l i I 1 1 1 1 ~ ~  



CONCL,USI(')h : 

l'hc problem of acadcmic undcrachievemcnt in primary school is considered 
10 be a major problcm of mulliplc dimensions. Distwbcd k ~ m i l y  partern 
cnicrgcs in our study in the background of undcrnchic\ws who seem to 11;ivc n 

sipiii l ica~~tly I~rgllcr cmolional disorder rim good achic\~crs. Acceptance ol' 

liic cxistancc i , i  an associ;tlion bctwcc~l undcrx l~ ic \~cmcnt  and crnol'iotl:~~ 
Liisordcr, should concern the mechanism underlying this association. 11ow 
u~~ticr~acllic\~cr~ii.rit Icad to crno~iorlal disosdcr? or, Docs criio~ioiial disorder. I c : ~ c l  

Lo uniicracl~ic\ci11~1it'! or, Arc bolll due to  a common etiology'! 111 Illis 

complcx probleni to which no sirnplc and strai.rdht Ibrwwti answer is av:~il:il,lc, 

r r  would sccm [hat undcrachicvcmc~ir and disordcrcd behavior affccl c;~cil o111cr 
rcciprocally. 
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The cause of academic failure cannot simply rest within the student or his 
family. Issues involving teaching methods and interactions between teachers 
and students must be considered. Underachievers were found to do better at 
times in response to an admired teacher. Anxious or dependent students are 
sensitivc to the behavior of their teachers and might view school as punishing 
or rewarding. Difficulties may arise because education is seen to be distant 
from the immediate experience of daily life. School for such children is not 
seen valuable or meaningful (Resenthal & Jacobson, 1978). 

In conclusion, any program dealing with academic underachievement must 
involve equal efforts directed towards the child, his family. teachers and 
teaching methods at schoo!. 
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LE SOUS - ACHEVEMENT ACADEMIQUE CHEZ LES 
ETUDIANTS EGYPTIENS 

ABSTRAIT 
Pour wmprendre les facteurs qui menaient au sous-achkvement acadCmique 

chez les Ctudiants egyptiens, 118 garcons droitiers ont CtC choisis par hasard 
pour cette Ctude. Au debut, on a exclu les autres causes de sous-achkvement 
comme le ddfonctionnement organique du cerveau par un bilan neurologique 
complet, un Clectroencephalogram ainsi que des mesures de language et 
d'intelligence.18 cas ont 6tC ainsi Cloignes. Les 100 restants ont CtC exposCs 
aux mesures anthropomCtriques, un examen psychologique complet des 
entrevues psychiques, des analyses des urines et des selles, des questionnaires 
standardises pour les parents et pour les enseignants, et enfin une evaluation 
des abilitCs intellectuelles et des traits de perSonalit6.Les factcurs qui avaient 
une corrilation significative avec le sous-achkvement Ctaient: le derangement 
de l'atmosph2re familial, les dCsordres de 1'Cmotion surtout l'angoisse et la 
depression, les dCsordres de comportement surtout la conduite et l'opposition 
et les traits de pCrsonaliti comme neuroticism, psychoticism et introversion. 
Par contre, les autres facteurs comme le quotient intellectuel n'avaient pas 
montrds aucune corrC1ation significative. 

Tout traitement effectif du sujet devrait Cue multidimensio~el en relation 
avec l'ktudiant, la famille, les enseignants ct les mtthodcs pddagogiques. 
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