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This thesis is composed of about 200 
pages with a classical introduction and 
review of literature that lacks recent ad- 
vances in this area of research of the pa- 
rental psychopathology of schizophrenic 
patients. 

In summary, as the title indicates, the 
aim of the work was to study the person- 
zlities of mothers and fathers of paranoid 
and hebephrenic schizophrenics (male 
patients) and the relationship between 
parents. Additional aims included study- 
ing parent - child relationships and com- 
paring all studied variables among the 
two diagnostic subgroups. The sample 
consisted of 66 male patients "selected 
from Abbassyia State Psychiatric Hospi- 
tal (32 paranoid and 34 hebephrenic 
schizophrenics). 

A control group was selected from 
male workers and nurses from the same 
hospital. The method involved applica- 
tion of the Eysenck Personality Ques- 
tionnaire (EPQ) to parents of both 
gr~lups and a Child. Attitude Question- 
naire(trans1ated into Arabic) which in- 
vestigated 18 different attitudes of par- 
enlls toward their schizophrenic sons and 
the relationships between parents reuo- 
sptztively. 

Results showed that parents of para- 
noid schizophrenics showed a pattern of 
dominance - submission and skewed 
marital relationship, while the reversal of 
parental roles occurred in parents of heb- 
ephrenic. Fathers of paranoid schizo- 

phrenics appeared to be domineering 
with some abusive characteristics, while 
fathers of hebephrenics in were submis- 
sive with passive and adequate traits. 
Paranoid personality patterns predomi- 
nated fathers of paranoid schizophrenics, 
while schizoid personality prevailed 
among fathers of hebephrenic schizo- 
phrenics. Mothers of paranoid schizo- 
phrenics showed affective symptoms 
while mothers of hebephrenic schizo- 
phrenics appeared to be anxious and 
neurotic. Parental attitudes showed fa- 
thers of paranoid schizophrenics to be 
guilt - provoking while those of hebeph- 
renic schizophrenics were permissive 
and accepting. 

The overall assumption behind this 
work appeared to be related to the previ- 
ous study on the psychopathology in 
families of Egyptian schizophrenics done 
by the first supervisor, El - Sherbinl 
(1975). Thus this work appears to be a 
step forward and a continuation in this 
direction. However, there seems to be 
some methodological difficulties con- 
cerning the assessment of the parental 
personalities and interactions. A more 
comprehensive personality assessments 
could have been used e.g. MMPI, other 
measures of psychopathology such as 
observation, scales or direct interviews 
should have been implemented, and the 
control group could have included si- 
blings of patients or at least some of their 
reports about parents to validate the ob- 
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tmed results. This work could have bcen 
a major work in the area of families of 
psychiatric (or schizophrenic) patients if it 
attempted to validate a semistructured in- 
terview or assessment of parents of Egyp- 
tian psychiatric patients. No mention, in 
this work of the contemporary pioneers 
of family dynamics, therapy or assess- 
ments in olher countries or Egypt. There 
was also no mention of work done on 
Egyptian psychotic patients and their farn- 
ilies. Future studies In this area should 

adopt on international modified family, 
diagnostic and assessment procedures to 
be added to the continuously developing 
structured techniques in Arabic that will 
help researchers, clinicians and investiga- 
tors in the understanding and care of our 
psychiatric population. 
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