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ABSTRACT

A case of propoxyphene dependcnce was
Fmiourm&epuie-thshhnthedugdu
average daily dose of 900 mig by imjection.

Trontasent and withdvawal of the drug was athie-
ved four times at specialiscd centérs. However, this has
alwwys buen followsd by relapse. The drag produced

sites.

There are several cases of propoxyphene dependense
in Saudi Arabia. It is reeommended th-t the drug should

not bé avallable without pmcdpﬂon

INTW‘HGN

, Dextropropoxyphene hydrochlonde is a well known synthetlc
npn-ant;pryretlc orally eﬁecﬁve analgesm compound whlch was _intro-
duced into, therapeutics as a substitute for Codeine in 1957 (Elson and
Doming, 1963).

- 'Most drugs which relieve pain or exert a sedative effect on C.N.S.
are subject to abuse, even though they do mot cause rapid tolerance
development. or thhdrawal symptoms. Propoxyphene hydrochlonde
appears to occupy an, _intermediate posxtlon between thls group and
the nargotlc drug Jproper. (Claghom and. Schoolar, 1966) Itg addlctlve
liability is low but s;gve;al repqrts have demongtra d 1ts abuse poten-
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tial (Miller et al., 1970). The ev1dence in thg lmrature suggests a
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preponderance of psychic ;1‘_ ndence on ‘propoxyphene (Salguero

et al., 1969; Kane and Norton, 1970). Large ‘oral dosek (300-600 ‘Thg)
produce subjective effects that are considered pleasurable by post
addicts. Adgigk igtrarpRy, Hpis ;sﬁo?g# ag,qpio by them.
However, the drug is quite irritating when administered intravenously
or subcutaneouslyfwim’ atiale i b0 Iww results in severe

damage to soft tissues and veins (Gilman and Goodman, 1980).

High doses of the drug produce toxic psychosis and convulsions.
This limits its abuse potential (Jasiiski et al., 1977). Some patients
who congumed. 1 gm died. .

Combirietions “of excessive doses of “prepoxyphene, -alcohbl and
tranquillizers may be dwnperous (FDA, 1979). '

Theté" have bean several’ cases of *propoxyphene abuse and de-
pendencesin-Saudi Arabia. Most: of ‘thése patients developed severe
tissue ddvgb ond whdeessdd at the' sites bf' injection, In' Saudi ' Arabia,
drugs are aveliable'without prescription except thiose on the controlled
Tist.

THE PRESENTED CASE

A 29 year old married mgn abused propoxyphene (Algaphan) by
injection for about 4 years. Initially, he was prescribed the drug for
abdominal pains that were attributed to jrritable colon syndrome.

The patient was admitted 4 times for withdrawal and treatment
of prqpéxyphé,n'e, dépendence at Centers ebroad. Each time, disconti-
nuation of the drug was achieved easily, but he returned to the habit
1—3 mont'};s foliowing his discharge. He injects himself with an ave-
rage of 12 ampoules per day (900 mg propoxyphene). He was treated
for severe absctsses, cellulitis and marked tissue damage that develop-
ed at the sites of imjections.

~ Three ﬁtﬂqs he developed grand mal seizures when he exceeded

his ,avgn;ag‘é abuse‘_d_ose‘ of prgi_ppxyphenq. On one occasion, :hre had a
car accident_after ‘e developed a seizure while driving, resulting in
minor injuries and dgpﬂagg to the vehicles involved,
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COMMENT - -~ -+ N AR T

" The patient used the drug for its euphoric eﬁect It enhanees his
mood and self image (Martin et al., 19735. "Discontinuation is followed
by anxiety symptoms, mild diarrhoea and inability to copé with ofi”

nary life situations. The patient showed marked craving for the drug.
It is recommended that the drug should not be available without

prescription and it should éﬂly be prescribed when it is clearly
indicated. S : : Lo
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ABSTRAIT
'Rapport d%un €as d'Abus @'Hydrochloride de Propoxyphine
Ceci est une description d’un cas de toxicomanie utilisant le pro-

poxyphéne Cette drogue a été utilisée par le malade pour une durée
de 4 ans avec une dose journalitre moyenne de 900 mg par injection.

Ce malade a subit ‘une desintoxication et un traitement quatre
fois auparavant dans des centre specialisés. Cependant, ces cures étaient
toujours suivit par une réintoxication. Ce médicament avait produit
des lésions locales importantes ainsi que des aboés profonds aux end-
roits des injections.

- H y a plusieurs cas de toxicomanie au propoxyphéne en Arabie
Séondits. 11 est a conseifler que ce médicament dévrait étre procuré
seulement sur prescription médicale,
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